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Nerve gas
safety plan
explained

By JOSEPH OWEN
and PEGGY DAVIDSON .
Staff writers

PIRMASENS, West Germany -—
hemical weapons designed to with-
tand rumble seat rides will get the
quivalent of limousine service when
he Army removes them from West
jermany this summer.

The 100,000 artillery shells
paded with deadly Sarin and VX
lerve agents are already secure
vithout special precautions, Army °
drig. Gen. Dennis L. Benchoff told
lozens of reporters Thursday at
justerhoh Casern in Pirmasens.

But the Army and West German
ifficials are taking expensive and
ime-consuming steps to assure
hat no unsafe incidents occur be-
ween the removal of the weapons
rom the Army depot in Clausen in
Rheinland-Pfalz state and their de-
truction on the Johnston Atoll in
he Pacific Ocean.

Benchoff, commander of the
19th Ord Brigade, said the Army
1as tested the durability of the air-
ight, moisture-proof shells by
yushing them off trucks traveling
JO miles per hour and droppin
hem 12 times from a height of 48
et onto a steel plate. No damage
resulted, he said.

“These rounds were designed to
se transported in wartime condi-
gjons without any special provi-
jions,” he said.

The Army 8!ans to mount the
155mm and 203mm shells on spe-
sially built wooden pallets and to
nsert each pallet into a vapor-
?!I?Of secondary steel container.

e secondary containers will be

packed in military shipping con-
See GAS on back page
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tainers and loaded onto trailers for trans-
‘port by road and rail to the North Sca port

‘of Nordenham.

Military spokesmen also cited other spe-

i being taken for the opera-
filg:‘.nx:is&rc;m begin in July and end in
September. A e

inted to an additional fence
ha;].l})‘ccgnpg:i‘l‘lcaround the depot and cited a
ban on air traffic below 1.985 feet over the
facilitics at Clausen and ncarby Micsau
and Nordenham during the entire summcer
transport period.

S4S: Scott A, Miller

Projectiles carrying deadly gas rest in their shipping container,

Few details given on gas removal

By JOSEPH OWEN
and PEGGY DAVIDSON

PIRMASENS, West Germany — De-
e the torrent of detail being released
out the plan to remove chemical weap-
from West Germany, the Army
e it clear Thursday that it still has
plenty of secrets to keep.
~ None of the U.S. and West German
‘military officials at a media bricfing
1ld release details about exactly when
> weapons would be moved, what
d take and what kind of
: had been made.

These issucs would not be discussed
because “that might endanger the securi-
ty of the removal operation and the safe-
ty of the German people,” said Brig.
Gen, Dennis L. Benchoff, commander of
the 59th Ord Brigade.

The military personnel also would not
discuss operations at the Army's Fisch-
bach storage depot, long a magnet for
demonstrators who believe that poison
chemicals are stored there. Benchoff said
he knows of no history of such weapons
there.

The soldiers who demonstrated the re-

However. Rheinland-Ptalz Interior viin=
ister Rudi Geil said he has asked the federal
ﬁoycmmcm to immediately institute the

ying ban over Clausen.

But Benchoff said the weapons are safe
even from plane crashes when stored in
their concrete igloos.

Benchoff added that none of the 30 con-
voys from Clausen to the railhead in near-
by Micsau will operate during thunder-
storms or weather similar to the hurricane-
strength wind storms_that have ravaged
Western Europe this winter.

Each convoy will have about 70 vehicles.
Twenty vehicles will be military trucks car-
ying the weapons, while the remainder will
carry police. fircfighting teams and other
emergency personnel.

A West German Defense Ministry
spokesman, army Maj. Gen. Klaus Nau-
mann, said planners chose the road-rail-ship
transport route because statistical evidence
suggests it entails the least risk. Air transport
of hazardous cargo does not have as good a
safety record as rail transport. he said. ;

The plan also involves seven overnight
train shipments from Miesau to Norden--
ham. and two ships to carry the weapons 10
the Pacific.

In light of safety measures. Naumann
said the cargo could be jeopardized only if
the temperature of the weapons were rai
to more than 392 degrees Fahrenheit.

The Army performed several tests on the
artillery shells in the United States using
extreme heat and succeeded in raising the
contents’ temperature only to 220 degrees
Fahrenheit. military spokesmen said.

Hannelore Hobel. a peace activist i
volved in Rheinland-Pfalz protests again‘}b
chemical weapons, said the weapons remo-
val appears to have been planned well
However, she also urged a flight ban over
Clausen until the weapons are removed.

In Bonn, the opposition Social Demo-
crats characterized the transport plan as a
“solid foundation™ for carrying out the
weapons removal. But they criticized the
government's ruling coalition for with-
holding information on the 1986 weapons
removal agreement between Chancellor
Helmut Kohl and then-President Reagan.

2
moval equipment at the media confer-
ence would not say which units they
\svgrtl‘(ed for below the brigade level, the |
l . .,‘.l;
The units are classified, said Lt. Col.
Robert A. Flocke, 21Ist Theater Army
Area Comd public affairs officer. Flock
said security planners want to avo
making units and individual .
gets for terrorists. )
The Army also has not said
plans to do with the Clausen
the chemical weapons are
German officials said no clean
be needed for civilian use
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gas scheduled

From
BONN, West Germany — The U.S. and W -
man military will begin the delicate tas!: of r::;‘os;fr:c
more than 100,000 artillery shells loaded with nerve
gas this summer, officials said Wednesday.
West German Defense Minister Gerhard Stolten-
that ‘would

g‘e,rswthemvitm:?:mtorthc &lla:e.' B lhnOd):en&
553 ut he asl

) Gcrman:l:} hdpumzke sure there are no attempts
(o} ents.

Stoltenberg sm%m withdrawal of the artillery shells is

scheduled to begin in July and last until September,
But he said the schedule could change depending on
security concerns.
The chemical weapons have long been criticized by
West German environmentalists and anti-military ac-
tivists, who have often staged protests at Fiwhbﬁclgi
where they suspected the weapons were stored.

Ronald Rq then the U.S. president, and Chan.
cellor Helmut thl agreed in May 1986 that the artil
ler{ntslhclls would be removed. i’}

¢ shells contain the nerve gases VX and Sarin

said Col. Eckart Fischer of the West German army. H

said the total quantity of nerve gas to be shipped out i
about 400 tons. g

C tab, d chief

e
- > ¥ % e
rn o ltenberg said. p

it is still being built. for destruction, Sto 3 i

‘ouh::di'e:?::‘e.ly.rouu s a 37-mile stretch usin, e teid the teapspoRt Il bel % ﬂ;rri&%g\\a a8

tAoul‘w‘,i;:s 8 toward Zweibriicken, then ial protective es from the West Ger-

P i mans. i

iPage 1 Dievﬁn said the transport will involve convoys of Rudi Oeil, 1he, interior minister| of Khelkian
about from Clausen, bou . hicles will be mil- udi Geil, t
m;{mm i i.t-ry‘trm;f-hlg?;ﬁ:‘;h uf: Weapons,. THa Tosy -':m g:‘-;z. u.-’d‘;h;: :et;r* the “iotum:n:l e '%‘3}:::,‘:{@’
TS i ond S5 ariery  emerseney bertonncl. 1 e (et ie'sald the convoyswnich Wi mave s
: # ac: .S.
d to the 155 mm artil The ?:,V;‘Zr'd‘z‘y" roll on 30 weekdays in a row. ﬂmﬁ’i“‘;n‘;';n % Chvition xtavizo b’;hfﬁ protes c‘;on Gesia;
A S n . ol
one canister :l::uid 1 iilll 3':.'.':3 Y-:’:' ¥ Each convoy should take two or three hours to The operation’s cost will vided between the
i if* Hedind spokesman make the trip, traveling at a top speed of 18 miles
g Interior

Germans and Americans. He estimated the Amer -
said Jiirgen Dietzen, cans will pay $50 sn;’llwt:lm th: Germans 38 mit
Mi . lion marks, about million. FS

refused ‘disclose what rou the drivers and emergency personnel are to . b - ot 2
- . routcE 2he mc':{lw‘ DoDiAl trainiog ToL the operation. Geil me:":“’m’g" Mainz, ot

s From Miesau, train cars will carry the containers & Gern: s Bel ooty .m-nywhm d‘l‘i"‘.

to the North Sea port of Nordenham, where they in""‘wmm""_‘ osng MPWM e o)

The route 25-mile stretch Al will be loaded aboard specially eqliipped U.S. trans- & StocRolion of CGI"“ toid i “"'.m “’, e count

and Autobah i’s_.m using i ..odsn oy port ships. Plans call for the munitions then to be eSO .

g o s :‘ 'fa shipped to the Johnston Atoll, southwest of Hawaii, .

By JOSEPH OWEN
Staff writer

CLAUSEN, West Germany — Plans to remove
U.S. chemical weapons from the Clausen area
inspired cheers and catcalls from the 600 people
attending an information session Wednesday night
at the town’s sports hall. &

Al the meeting, West German arm Maj. Gen.
plans. ;N.f otoot ilgl:ked Wheull:n%",::d s
7 are foolproof. ““There is no hun.

Sceurity in Lifer” Naumann {st & ke
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53rd Trans. Bn,

STEEL BOX soldiers
earn unit top award

Men and women of the 53rd Trans-
ortation Battalion haw goods all over

Uurope as a routine job, Last summer, they
added Operation STEEL BOX to their work-
load; this month, they received the Army
Superior Unit Award for their efforta,

Lt Gen. William S. Flynn, commander of
218t Theater Area Army  Command
(TAACOM), pre-
sented the a-
ward at a
March 7 cere-

mon?/.
he general
spoke of the
flawless wea-
pons transpor-
tation by the
S3rd Uﬁ;te, tj'-:e
same [} P~
noted, 37th SV RAD¥
Transportation Command faced the aaunugg

rospects of sudden and unexpect
BESE SHIELD missions combined with nor-
mal day-to-day missions, such as mail, gro-
ceries, parts and supplies. Somehow, it all
worked. .

“I's a great day today." The general
spoke after ﬂldng_ra new streamer on the
battalion guidon. his battalion did one hell
of a job -- the moving of the equipment, the
planning and organization of the mission. We]
could not have done It without you, the
soldiers. This mission was politically sensi-|
tve. We couldn't afford any mistakes. You]
had cameras, politiclans, everybody looking
over your shoulders, At the same time, you
worked during the winds of war and did a
fantastic job.

EEL BOX called for movin
Cegraton ST (continued on page 5




(continued from page 1
more than 100,000 chemical
munitons by truck, rall and
ship from Germany to a site
in the Pacific cean for
destruction. Many US. and
German military and clvilian
organizations, and hundreds
of people, spent months
planning and or?anlzln the
operation. This list Included
the 53rd as the 37th
TRANSCOM's primary weap-
ons mover.

As they worked their
normal transportation mis-
sions, battalion members
also trained to move the
weapons from the Cilausen
storage site to Miesau Army
Depot in 29 convoys. Plans
Included manufacturing more
than 5,000 specially-bulit
stes! shipping contalners.
Made in Mainz, the con-
tainers were designed spe-
cifically for the chemical
weapons shipments,

Ivers brought the spe-
clal containers to Clausen,
There, the weapons were
very carefuly loaded into

containers, which were
then loaded on 10 trucks for
the 29 convoys. Each con-
voy had at least 89 vehi-
cles with 20 trucks carrying

ortn
e DESERT SHIELD simul

eousty.
A'ty a ceremony ©

month, nine men
umﬁ: goeg's 83718t G
Support Group, Panzer
erne, received cash
wards and certficates
appreciation for their
forts. Col. Ro Q Tho
son Jr, 37 TRANS
commander, commended
thanked the men in
English and German for
STEEL BOX and DES
SHIELD work, "The Co
Support Group Is a
supporter of wvarious In
tives the 37th has had
t the central traller
ut also STEEL BOX, the
mo [ammuniton] runs,
other special missions,"
told the group. "Thanks
congratuations for all
wonderful  things yo
done."

and Friedrich Mus|

Clerk Johannes i-||::ml°|
Batcher Gunter Spe
river Thomas Wa

TRANSCOM recoguz:{,
oups and. Indiick 20"
n
Ir STEEL BOX worps®



A complex operation dubbed “Steel Box”
marked the end of an era in Europe.

USAREURS Chemical

riz2trogrziclz

By Debra Fowler
Photos by Spec. Randy Ties|

LAST year's biggest news stories were
undoubtedly the continuing deployment
of American and allied troops to the Per-
sian Gulf and the reunification of Ger-
many. Yet these events diverted attention
from an equally important occurrence:
the complete withdrawal from Europe of
American chemical weapons.

The historic event was undertaken
in compliance with a 1986 U.S.-West
German agreement. signed by then-
President Ronald Reagan and West Ger-
man Chancellor Helmut Kohl. that called
for the American chemical munitions
stockpile — all of which was located in
Germany — to be removed by the end of
1992. U.S. Secretary of State James
Baker. however, announced in March
1989 that President George Bush had
decided to accelerate the remoyval. In
October 1989, Secretary of Defense Dick
Cheney announced at a summit in Bonn,
Germany. that the U.S. would complete
removal of the weapons in 1990 or, at the
latest. in 1991.

The massive logistics exercise,
dubbed “*Operation Steel Box,™ included
many U.S. Army, Europe, units as W ell as
a Department of Defense technical escort
team, members of the German armed
forces and more than 10,000 German
police officers. In addition, scores of
German and American medical person-
nel and German political officials worked
1o ease public fears u'nd to implement
safety precaulions during the operation.

The weapons were moved by truck
from the storage site at Clausen to the
Miesau Army Depot and by rail from
there to the Nosth Sea, port of

“I think the removal operation was
a solid plus for German-American rela-
tions.” said Brig. Gen. Dennis L.
Benchoff. then-commander of the 59th
Ordnance Brigade, which managed the
chemical weapons removal. Benchoff
now is chief of logistics for the U.S. Eu-
ropean Command.

“Everyone was relieved and
pleased that it went so well. There was
some skepticism by a small part of the
German public, who were afraid of the
operation because they didn’t understand
it. We showed on a daily basis. however.
that we knew what we were doing.”
Benchoff said. “Everybody had to give
us credit for a good job. We had no crit-
ics when it was over.”

Lt. Col. F. E. Hamilton. com-
mander of the 3rd Ord. Battalion. which
was responsible for several phases of the
removal operation. said the esteem the
U.S. Army gained from the operation is
“immeasurable.”

“We worked on a large scale with
the Germans — fire workers. emergency
teams, police and so on — and a lot of
professional respect developed on an in-
dividual level ... between the Germans
and our soldiers,” Hamilton said. “After
it was over, I was in one of my German
classes, and 1 spent half the time talking
1o the Germans about what we did. They
were happy; they felt that we Knew what
we were doing and that we did it well.”

Preparations for the removal of the
weapons began in 1986 and included
physical alteration of roads and storage
areas as well as intensive training of both
Germans and Americans involved in the
operation.

According to Hamilton, soldiers
and civilians who participated in the op-

Nordenheim. At the port the munitions eration were carefully screened. Any Jh‘:rblx
were loaded onto two modified 1.8, soldier undergoing any kind of disci- puni
Navy ships, which set sail Sept. 22 and plinary action or involved in anything coul
arrived before year’s end at Johnston out-of-the-ordinary, like a traffic acci-

Atoll, a tiny island in the Pacific where dent, was not allowed to participate. mur
the weapons will be destroyed. I talked to a lot of the soldiers in- Cla
 rrprp— volved, and they were all excited that we the |

HQs, USAREUR, in Heidelberg, Germany.

were doing something real; we weren't

ins






ectiles  cials to answer questions and calm fears.
lethal, The removal operation officially

began at Clausen on June 26. Soldiers of
emu-  the 330th Ord. Company, 3rd Ord. Bn.,
Mated  59th Ord. Bde., assisted by German and

zand  U.S. chemical experts, removed the mu-
nitions from the bunkers and blocked and
braced them in specially designed, vapor-

Bt s i

: ec. Christopher =r==—"
QL:: 559':h Ord. Bde. works ‘:‘c:l
bunker housing 155mm chem =
rounds. * Below: A military :v\‘I,AN
ing dog team checks a Ml
before the convoy's departure.

¥

Safety personnel monitored the air
in each bunker. and soldiers loading the
munitions carried protective masks and
visually inspected the rounds to ensure
each was properly sealed. according to a
spokesman for the 59th Ord. Bde.

The secondary steel containers,
designed to meet the requirements of the
International Maritime Dangerous Goods
Code, could hold three pallets of 1535mm
rounds or two pallets of 8-inch rounds.
Before their use in the weapons transport,
the containers were subjected to months
of rail impact, pressurization, drop and
seaworthiness tests

Once the munitions were secured
inside the steel containers, 10 containers
were double-packed into each specially
designed military cargo \'\\lllJlnc[..
Known as MILVANS, the containers met
or exceeded the requirements of the In-
ternational Maritime Dangerous Goods
Code. The MILVANS, inspected daily by
U.S. safety personnel, were stored in
heavily guarded holding areas until the
road convoy from Clausen to the railhead
at the U.S. Reserve Storage Facility,
Miesau, began on July 26. s

To ensure safety at the Clausen
MlLVAN storage site, extra lightning
protection was added, and the roadway

29






O ROT USE FORKLIFTS

ent: the 9th Ord. Co: and
Police Co.
munitions were at the
— where the holding
oved with additional

removal operation
were trained in
special safety and
reaction procedures.

Of great importance to the safety of
the removal mission were the German
and American medical teams and hospi-
tals that were prepared to deal with acci-
dents or incidents along the route
throughout the 28-day truck convoy from
Clausen to Miesau. the seven-day rail
movement from Miesau to Nordenheim
and the loading of the ships at port.
Hamilton noted.

U.S. personnel from the 763rd
Medical Detachment. 3rd Ord. Bn., and
elements of the 7th Medical Command
received specialized training in handling
patients exposed to chemical agents. Each
American military medical team included
a physician and six medics. U.S. military
helicopters were prepositioned along
travel routes to expedite the transfer of
any casualties. German hospitals along all
travel routes also were prepared to deal
with casualties, according to German
reports.

U.S. military chemical decontami-
nation teams also stood ready to handle
any problems, Hamilton said. Soldiers
from the 98th Chemical Det.. 3rd Ord.
Bn.. and soldiers from the 10th Chemical
Co., 84th Ord. Bn.. as well as six five-
member U.S. emergency response
squads, were “prepared and highly
trained’ to mop up spills and deal with
any disaster, he said.

A technical escort team from the
only DOD organization with the mission
of moving chemical munitions or other
hazardous material anywhere in the world
provided security and emergency re-
sponse personnel for the operation. The
team supervised the loading of the muni-
tions at Miesau and also trained the
transport ships' crews on the use of pro-
tective gear and on safety and emergency
procedures. ;

In summing up, 3rd Ord. Bn. com-
mander Hamilton said the “operation was
well-planned, and we practiced lots of
‘what ifs’ beforehand. We did good, hard,
intensive training as a team, and we fin-
ished the mission with a great sense of
teamwork and accomplishment.™ []




of Nordenhan,
and :gken»to the
e Pacific Ocean

sion of the Army Corps of Engineers.
Although (he weapons aren't scheduled
0 be moved until sometime between ﬂ
and September, (he Army needed the rai
Iead completed carly $0 that it can train
soldiers to move the military shipping con-
lainers, brins,.convprs {0 the railhead and
performsecurttydrills. o
Construction began in October 1989,
even before the design for all segments
- project were complete of the ¢
roblem 97
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The 70-vehicle con
trailers and police lr?czs ound i
along secondary roads and autobahns 13
rollinglcsl of the removal operation, set for ¢
July through September.
The plan is to truck 100,000 artillery
| shells filled with the nerve agents from the b
Clausen Army Depot to the railhead at  vo
Micsau. The steel containers of shells will
- be taken from the trucks and stored on the
conrete pads at Miesau until the entire  more
stockpile of weapons is at the railhead, said O 3 g
Capt. John M. Curd, spokesman for the ahout
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S&8: Peggy Davidson
An inspector, Jiirgen Wiesnet, studies his checklist,

THE STARS AND STRIPES

Friday, July 20, 1990

Trucks undergoing rigorous fests

By PEGGY DAVIDSON
Kaiserslautern bureau

PIRMASENS, West Germany — The trucks that
will carry 100,000 artillery shells filled with deadly
nerve agents this summer are undergoing fine-tooth
comb inspections.

Afterward, each tractor-trailer will be in the best
possible condition for the delicate job, Army officials
said Thursday.

Five four-person teams are checking over the vehi-
cles. The inspectors are examining each vehicle's exte-
rior, checking the engine and undercarriage, and per-
forming brake tests.

Each team consists of two German police officers
and two American soldiers. The 13 Germans regularly
work on the autobahns, inspecting trucks for safety
violations. The three other Germans are supervising
the operation.

. Vehicles that would pass a normal, day-o-day safety
inspection won't necessarily pass the hazardous cargo

| hefore moving chemical agents

inspections, said Chief Warrant Officer 2 John Cantu,
76th Trans Co maintenance officer,

With more than 40 trucks already through the in-
spections, only two have been pulled off the line for
repairs, Cantu said. Once the trucks complete the
major inspection, they will undergo daily inspections
during the chemical shipment,

Brig, Gen. Dennis L. Benchoff, the 5%th Ord Brie
gade commander, said 45 to 30 trucks will be certified
to carry the hazardous cargo. Although each con“/ﬂi
will only have 20 trucks carrying the shells, others wi
be available in case one breaks down,

The trucks, accompanied by about 50 vehicles carry-
ing security and medical personnel, will haul the weap-
ons from Clausen Army Depot to the Miesau railhead.
There, the weapons will be loaded on trains for the trip
to the port of Nordenham. Ships will carry the weap-
ons to Johnston Atoll in the Pacific, where they will be .
destroyed.

The operation is to be carried out sometime between
July and September.

Greens trying o delay chemical arms removal

By MARY NETH

Staff writer
The Green Party, which has loudly pro-
tested the presence of U.S, nerve agents in
West Germany, is now attempting to hold
upthe weapons' removal,

“We are not satisfied that rtatiof
- of the chemical weapons acrmt Gc:
many is being done in the safest way possi-
ble,” a member of the party said,
The stockpile, 100,000 artille
filled with the liquid nerve mrly“:hﬁ
and sarin, i5 t0 be moved from Clausen
ArmyDeponoarailheadatMiesau,

West Germany, From there, it will be

shipped by rail to the North Sea port at
Nordenham, West Germany, and then
by Navy ship to the Johnston Atoll in the
Pacific, where it will be destroyed,

The operation is to be carri .
tween July and September, ot

Last week, 12 members of the Green-
Party who live along the possible trans-
port route asked an administrative court
in Cologne, West Germany, 1o impose a
temporary restraining order on the oper-
ation, Ginter Urbanczyk, a Mannheim,
:Vn:t Smyéol:‘wer, handling the
a e, urt might decide the

The Greens have argued:

@ That the United States ruled outa
1o transport chemical weapons stored in
:_tateslg; sites “:hae mttl'lﬂ}o ﬁee for destruc-
ion. Moving them i
ulated areas was considered too mp.

© That ordinary military containers are
being used o haul the weapons instead of
spectal ones equipped with shock absorbers.
uch containers were mentioned in a U.S,
study on transporting the stateside chemical
weapon stockpile,

® That the West German
has not conducted any m"fﬁ?ﬁ
w, thus sacrificing safety for the sake of

Other critics have said local emergen-

¢y personnel have been sealed off from
valuable information about the opera-
tion’s schedule.

L. Col. Helmut Fischer of the West Ger-
man Defense Ministry has said there 1s n0
reason o delay the operation because it has
been deemed safe by the Pentagon and the
West German government.

The military's planning also has con-
verted one opponent. Rose Gte, a So-
cial Democrat member of the West Ger-
man Parliament, changed her outspoken
opposition earlier this month,

After visiting Clausen, she said she
was “satisfied that the military has
planned the move well.”












Friday, July 27, 1990

rms shipment starts smoothly

By PEGGY DAVIDSON
Kaiserslautern bureau

CLAUSEN, West Germany — On a
forest road outside the small town of
Clausen on Thursday, the first shipment
of chemical weapons began the long trek
to destruction in the Pacific Ocean,

The early morning convoy included 20
military vans loaded with the first of
100,000 artillery shells filled with the dead-
ly nerve agents sarin and VX, The morn-
ing’s journey began about 8 a.m. and ended
2% ilours Iter t the Miesu rilhed,
where the wepons will be stored until I
the shells re there, From Miesu, the shells

. e to go by ril to the seport t Norden-
* hm to be loded onto Nwvy ships for the
“/4 voygetoJohnston Atoll.
- Deprting the Clusen Army Depot,
| the vehicles tnveled t close intervls,
. llowing the entire 79-vehicle convoy to
1 exit the depot gte in just more thn 10

- minutes. The convoy then wound its wy
throu6sh the town of Clusen to Auto-
bhn 62. Prt of tht utobhn, 13 miles
from Weselberg to Lndstul, is still
under construction nd not open to pub-
lic trffic,

. Once the convoy ws on the utobhn,

it stretched out over nerly 4/ miles, At
Landstuhl, the convoy turned west on
Autobahn 6 for the final leg of the jour-
ney It:) Miesau,

“It was just a normal day,” said
Jamletaﬁgar, g:e of the dnvz;t :;

“It didn’t bother me," said
Pearson, another driver, 1 wus“”
anxious to get the mission started.”

Pearson, who has racked up

Continued on































icts a forklift driver to a
unitions inside a bunker at
ot near Clausen. Agent
re used continually when
in a bunker environment.



















N Clausen Army

Convoy rehearses
summer's transfer

of chemica

By PEGGY DAYIDSON
iserslaulern bureay

CLAUSEN, West Germiny = Army
truck drivers and West German police
went through a slowmotion rehearsal
Tuesday of this summer's slow-motion
transfer of deadly chemical weapons,

The 70-vehicle convoy of emply tractors
trailers and police trucks wound its way
along secondary roads and autobihns in g
rolling test of thi removal operation, set for
July through September.

The plan i o truck 100,000 artillery
shell filled with the nerve agents from the
: Depot to the raifhead at
Miesai. The steel containers of shells will
be taken from the trucks and stored on the
concrete pads at Micsau untl the entire
stockpile of weaponsis at the railhead, said
Cg&!. Johin M. Curd, spokesman for the
$9th Ord Brigade, Pirmasens,

Once at the railhead, the shells will be

NG loaded onto seven traing and moved to
' the seaport at Nordenham. The Na

® will take the shells to the Johaston Atoll
* i the Pacific Ocean, where the chemical
~ will beincinerated.

Tuesday's convoy was the first joint.
~ training convoy, said Brig. Gen, Dennis
o L. Benchoff, $9th Osd Brigade com
S mander,
o Benchoff said no shortcuts are being

g o safety issues. He noted that the

weapons were “designed o be trans:
ported under wartinie conditions with no
special provisions.”

The practice convoy used one of the

B posible routs the trucks may use this

summer,

Truck convoys will travel on seconr
dary roads from Clausen to whichever
autobahn the German potice decide to
use, While on the secondary roads, the
convoy vehicles travel at 20 miles per
hour and are spaced 165 foet apan.

arms

tervals. The low speed on the autobahn
is 2 “speed at which we can maintain
control of the convoy," said Curd,

Tuesday's dry run fook & circuitous
route,

The convoy headed west through the
towns of Clausen and Donsieders. It
mada & quick jaunt on route B-270 1o
autobahn A«62, then headed south to
Hoheischweiler where the autobahn
changed to A-S,

From there, it was west to Zweibriicke
en, northwest 1o Neunkirchen and'autos
bahn A6, That autobahn took the cons
voy past Niederbexbach, Reiskirchen
and several other towns to Miesav.

The trip of 25 to 30 kilometers lasted
more than two hours.

On 4 secondary road, the convoy 100k
about 25 minutes to pass ane point, A
second convoy of civilian cars trailed
after it because German police would not
allow them to pass. ?sn Ad, the military
convoy spent about |5 minutes passing a
singhe pom Traffic on both sim&
road was slowed, Cars that followed were
not allowed to pass when the convoy was
near entrance and exit ramps,

Each T0-vehicle convoy will have 20
tractor-trailers hauling munitions, Curd
said. The rest of the convoy will include
[7U.S. military vehicles, and more than
éﬂn German police, fire and safety vehie

& German police van

On Tuesday,
I{]cm rode between cach

filled with o
tractor-trailer.

Following along for part of the autobahn
drive was a car from the Soviet mission to
West Germany, Benchofl” suggested that
the Soviets might simply have business that
brought them onto the autobahn,

Maj. Gen. Roland M, come
mander of Wehrbereictiskommando 1V,
said he haned the Saviets were watchine
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A girl holds up a poster as Clausen residents wave to the convoy of trucks carrying chemical weapons Saturday.

‘The End’ of convoy draws
cheers from Clausen residents

By PEGGY DAVIDSON
iserslautern bureau

CLAUSEN, West Germany — Clausen threw a

street pand earl¥l Saturday as the last convoy of trucks

ng U.S. chemical weapons headed out of this
southwestern German town.

mlirclators applauded, cheered and waved as the last
marked with a sign proclaiming “The End,”
drove by. West German and U.S. Army personnel
manning the convoy enthusiastically returned the
waves, gave thumbs-up signs and blared their horns as
the trucks wended their way through Clausen’s main
streets.

m{ables were set c}:p dz;:&ng tl;istrlelet t% otl'fer coffeei_
ind | inclu snake-shaped loaves o
mm to symbolize the word the
Germans used for Golden Python, the code name of

CONVOY

Fromoge1_

Interior Ministry, said Saturda

g:m “They can breathe free,” he said. . "
mor mmmn“d' Geil, one of the 1,000 or
nigey TS q‘m"d"“.‘samrday,used'ameg.
S s sl ausen residents for their under-
. pmsedpolu;eh and West German and
oftheromovall. | ¢ Suecess of the first

to form, Saturday’s convoy went i
The soleincident during the operation oemy 1 o

i

3

the chemical removal.

Signs and banners lined the route, many noting that
the drivers and passengers, if not the weapons, would
be missed. “Goodbye 1o all of our dear friends,” one
sign read.

Another, however, made it clear that new weapons
would not be welcome in the town: “Thirty years was
enough,” it said. “Leave the warehouses empty.”

Saturday’s convoy was the 28th shipment of the
shells, which were transported to the uU.sS. Arm{s
depot at Miesau. From there, the shells will travel by
train to the North Sea port of Nordenham, where they
will be loaded aboard two Navy ships. The weapons’
final destination is Johnston Atoll in the Pacific
Ocean, where they will be destroyed.

Jurgen Dietsen, a spokesman for the Rheinland-

See CONVOY on back page

U.S. and West German officials estimated Saturda
:'hat the shells would begin moving by train losI:oMeny-
thag a)i'utlgvlenfbcgetof the Iinon Yl‘hc officials said

ut a 4 i
tra;& Ptl’lllls out of the Mi;aelel d:plcl:l).uce DeiTvS Ehei
e trucks pulled through the Miesau gat
iatll;enc 6tﬂl‘leth con\;tl»z was saluted by Brig. Gen. Denas
G abai e Sshal 1 Ord Brigade commander, and L.
manderin Eufope. ikashvili, the deputy Army com-

With the gate closed
on th i
mchoﬂ‘ Tmse:l the drivers ang ,,l,as t tceonvo)' vehicle,
andarmy, | SUPPOrt by the West German police

Bu Py »
more fo gors 06 “We're not done yet. We've still got












Judge upholds chemical-arms transt

HONOLULU (UPI) — Environmental groups say
they will appeal a federal judge’s second refusal to halt
the transfer of U.S. chemical weapons from stockpiles
in West Germany to Johnston Island in the Pacific for
destruction.

USS. District Judge David Ezra, who earlier rejected
a bid for a temporary restraining order, refused late
Friday to issue a preliminary injunction sought by en-
vironmentalists and two native groups.

“The court does not, nor can it, pass on the wisdom
of the decision made by Congress and the president to
remove the European stockpile from the Federal Re-
public of Germany to Johnston atoll,” Ezra said in 4
4d-page ruling,

The judge also said the Army and Defense Depart-
ment appear to have complied with their obligations
under the National Environmental Policy Act and he
cited enhanced risks associated with halting the stock-

Monday, September 10, 1990

pile in transit,

Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund attorney Skip
Spaulding said he was disappointed with the decision
and planned to appeal Monday to the 9th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals,

Spaulding said he was told by Justice Department
attorneys that the weapons are still at a German rail
head at Miesau and will not be taken to the North Sea
port of Nordenham for several more days. The Army
last month agreed not to ship any of the weapons be-
fore Sept, 10,

Greenpeace, the Institue for the Advancement of Has
waiian Affairs and the World Council of Indigenous Peo-
ples-Hawaii contend that the Army did not comply with
environmental laws before starting the movement,

The groups said the shipment 10 the toll 829 miles
west-southwest of Hawai, where the weapons are to be
burned, would threaten the Pacific environment,

Thiredau Qantamhar 12 1090

er plan

AUSS. government study on the potential hazards of
transporting the weapons concluded that explosions,
fires, or grounding of transport vessels would result in
only slight environmental damage. Opponents dis-
agree.

Ezra said the “speculative harm" the plaintiffs com-
plained of was inherent in any form of movement, He
fai(t every phase of the movement was given a “hard
ook,

“An injunction at this time would interrupt the de-
fendants' carefully timed operation and require munie
tions to be left in temporary and less secure storage in
Miesau or Nordenham,” the judge said.

He said it could also force rescheduling of detailed
plans for movement and security and possibly subject
the West German People and the environment to the
risk of a repeat of the entire process if the groups’
lawsuit is unsuccessful, ;


















\ Golden Python/Steel Box anniversary

Clausen commemorates ChemRetro
with forest memorial and Fest

One year after the successful completion of
Operation Golden Python/Steel Box/Lind-
wurm (the removal of U.S. chemical muni-
tions from Germany), the villagers of Clausen
will dedicate a 9 foot commemorative cross on
the forest road leading to the former Clausen
Depot, Sunday, September 1, at 2 p.m.

Clausen village officials invite all
Pirmasens community members to attend an
ecumenical service conducted by Clausen
Pastor Franz-Georg Kast and Pirmasens
Community Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Paul Bolton.

The road-side cross dedication ceremony,
on the 1st anniversary of the last chemical
munitions convoy through the village, is to
express the villagers' thanks for the safe
removal of the chemical munitions from the
Clausen Depot.

Following the dedication, the public is
invited to a Fest celebrating the event.

To get to the ceremony, follow the main .
road through Clausen towards Merzalben, This 9 foot sandstone peace
Turn left at the last road on the left before dedicated in the forest |
leaving the village. There will be parking on Sept. 1, to commemorat
the right just before the woods. The ceremony all U.S. chemical

will be approximately 100 meters down the
forest road.
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The program sponsor, the Military Sealift Command, brought in the prestigious naval
architecture firm, George G. Sharp, INC of New York City as project manager to oversee the
design-development efforts to modify and outfit the two crane ships for the mission and
assigned former Electric Boat submarine engineer Jim Ruggieri, P.E. as project engineer. The
vessels were outfitted with a collective protection system — or a positive pressure system used
to pressurize the house relative to the cargo hold as a means of preventing inadvertent weapon
gas migration in the event of a containment failure; manned Laboratories — to provide a safe
and comfortable environment to scientists to perform analyses of the products; unmanned
“sniffer” and alarming modules to sample cargo hold air to detect containment failures, as well
as detect and alarm positive pressure system failure; power generation modules to supplement
ship power and emergency power provisions, and specialized communications modules to
permit coordination with security forces.

Operation Steel Box began on July 26, 1990, and ended on September 22, 1990, but the
weapons did not reach their destination until November. The move from the storage facility to
an intermediate facility at Miesau utilized trucks and trains, civilian contractors, and U.S. and
West German military personnel. The weapons were repacked and shipped by truck from their
storage facility until they reached the railway in Miesau. The truck transport portion of the
mission involved 28 road convoys which delivered the munitions the 30 miles from Clausen to
Miesau.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bruchm%C3%BChlbach-Miesau
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SS Gopher State, one of two ships that carried chemical weapons to Johnston Atoll, pictured
here upon arrival at the atoll during Steel Box.

The munitions were carried by special ammunition train from Miesau to the port

of Nordenham. The train transport was well publicized and escorted by 80 U.S. and West
German military and police vehicles. At the port the munitions were loaded onto two modified
ships, the SS Gopher State and the SS Flickertail State, by the Army's Technical Escort Unit. The
ships were operated by the U.S. Military Sealift Command and upon leaving Nordenham they
sailed for 46 straight days. The ships arrived at Johnston Atoll and on November 18 unloaded
the last of their cargo containers.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemical_weapon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johnston_Atoll
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nordenham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Gopher_State_(T-ACS-4)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Flickertail_State_(T-ACS-5)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Military_Sealift_Command
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:SS_Gopher_State_(T-ACS-4)_at_Johnston_Atoll_1990.JPEG

Security and emergency response were both concerns during Steel Box. Besides the police and
military escort for the trains, the road convoys had restricted airspace overhead. Along the
route, emergency response teams were on stand-by. While the ships were in port U.S.

Navy EOD Detachments provided underwater hull sweeps to ensure limpet mines were not
attached to the ships. The 46-day trip at sea was non-stop, with refueling taking place along the
route.

The ships were also escorted by the U.S. Navy guided missile

cruiser USS Bainbridge and USS Truxtun. The transport ships avoided the Panama Canal, for
security reasons and took the route around Cape Horn, the tip of South America. There were no
reported chemical agent leaks or security breaches during the transport phase of Steel Box.
The 1990 shipments of nerve agents from Germany to the Johnston Atoll Chemical Agent
Disposal System facility caused several South Pacific nations to express unease. At the

1990 South Pacific Forum in Vanuatu, the island nations of the South Pacific indicated that their
concern was that the South Pacific would become a toxic waste dumping ground. Other
concerns raised included the security of the shipments, which were refueled at sea and
escorted by U.S. guided missile destroyers, while they were en-route to Johnston Atoll. In
Australia, Prime Minister Bob Hawke drew criticism from some of these island nations for his
support of the chemical weapons destruction at Johnston Atoll.

REF K: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Steel_Box

Clausen Depot at the 330th Ordnance Company, Ammunition Depot, Pirmasens.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Explosive_Ordnance_Disposal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Limpet_mines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Bainbridge_(CGN-25)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Truxtun_(CGN-35)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panama_Canal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cape_Horn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johnston_Atoll_Chemical_Agent_Disposal_System
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johnston_Atoll_Chemical_Agent_Disposal_System
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Pacific_Forum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vanuatu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bob_Hawke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oceania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Steel_Box
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Stars and Strips 27 July 1990.
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